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Fusion of the Thyroid Glands in a Dog.-TOM HARE. A fusion of the thyroid glands was found at the post-mortem examination of a male bull-dog, aged 21 years, which died from acute septic peritonitis following perforation of a chronic ulcer on the posterior surface of the fundus of the stomach.
The fused organ in shape somewhat resembled a kidney, and extended from the fourth tracheal ring to the anterior border of the first pair of ribs. The greater part of the fused glanad lay to the left of the midline of the trachea, which was slightly curved with the ioncavity to the left. An anterior pair of branches from each carotid Photograph of fused thyroid glands showing distribution of the glandular branches of the right (R.C.) and left (L.C.) carotid arteries. artery entered the anterior or concave border of the gland, and two posterior branches, one from each carotid, entered the posterior or convex border (see fig.) . Corresponding veins drained into each jugular vein.
Only a single parathyroid gland was evident macroscopically as a flattened oval body, 0*5 by 0 4 cm., attached by a short pedicle to the anterior extremity of the organ. Histologically, the organ revealed the structure of normal active thyroid gland of a young adult dog.
No record of this abnormality in the dog has been found in the literature.
Tuberculosis in a Blackbird (Turdus merula).-Tom HARE.
I am indebted to Mr. Paton, a student of the Royal Veterinary College, for giving me the body of a hen blackbird which had been caught and killed by his cat. For several months the bird had flown daily into his garden from a poultry farm next door, and for the past four weeks he had observed a progressively enlarging lump on the left side of the bird's face. Three tuberculous abscesses in the subcutaneous tissue were found at post-mortem examination. (1) A cherry-sized abscess beneath the left eye was covered with intact, though almost featherless, skin. It consisted of a thin fibrous capsule, surrounding layers of yellow-coloured hyaline-like necrosis arranged around a central dark brown friable mass. (2) A diffuse abscess encircled the right eye and extended over the midline of the cranium. Part of its friable contents had been discharged through a rupture in the skin immediately behind the right commissure of the mouth.
(3) A large pendulous abscess covered the right wall of the thorax, from the shoulderjoint to the last rib. It consisted largely of layers of hyaline-like necrotic material, part of which projected through the small hole in the overlying skin. A mass of white opaque fibrous tissue extended from its deep surface into the underlying muscles. This appeared to be the oldest lesion. No other abnormality was found macroscopically throughout the body, or microscopically, in sections of the liver and spleen.
Considerable numbers of typical slender acid-alcohol-fast bacilli were found in direct smears made from the three abscesses. A pigeon, wvhich was inoculated subcutaneously and intraperitoneally with 0 5 c.c. of an emulsion of the contents of an abscess, showed no abnormality when killed three months later. Comp. Path. and Ther., 1922, xxxv, 256) in which 11 out of 24 bovines were infected, as shown by the agglutination test, and M'Fadyean in an investigation of the disease in a herd of 109 cattle found 29 positive cases (Journ. Comp. Path. and Ther., 1921, xxxiv, 48) .
It is suggested that some idea as to the incidence of the disease in Great Britain might be obtained from routine agglutination tests of bovine blood sera. The results of such tests at the Department of Pathology, Royal Veterinary College, London,
